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Comm 5.70  HVAC Contractors 
 
 
Question:  Does a person need an HVAC Contractors license to install heating, ventilating or 
air conditioning equipment in a dwelling that is occupied or currently under construction?  
 
 
Answer:   Yes, even if the person installing the equipment owns or occupies the dwelling or will 
occupy it after construction is complete.   
 
Comm 5.70 (1) (a) states that “Pursuant to ss. 101.177 (2) and (3) (a) and 101.178 (2) , Stats, 
no person, entity or business may engage or offer to engage in the activity of installing or 
servicing heating , ventilating or air conditioning equipment except as provided in par. (b), ....”   
Exception (b) (1) states that “A person, entity or business is not required to hold a registration as 
a registered HVAC contractor to service existing heating, ventilation or air conditioning 
equipment or systems within properties owned by the person or entity.”  Therefore, the 
exception does not apply to new installations.  
 
 
Discussion:  Section 101.178 (2), Stats., states that “No person may engage in the business of 
installing or servicing heating, ventilating or air conditioning equipment unless the person 
registers with the department.”  But, s. Comm 5.70 (1) (a) Wisconsin Administrative Code is 
more restrictive by stating that no person, entity of business may engage in the activity of 
installing the HVAC equipment.  The only exception is the servicing of existing equipment within 
properties owned by the person or entity. 
 
This requirement has been in the ch. Comm 5 regulations since November 1, 1996 but has 
been subject to varying interpretations.  The department is working at updating informational 
documents to accurately reflect requirements set forth in s. Comm 5.70.  For example the 
document, Building a Home in Wisconsin, SBD-7955 will also reflect this position.  


